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Plenary Speakers 
 

Kevin Dunn 

Professor Kevin Dunn (BA (W’gong); PhD (Newcastle); FNGS), is Professor of Human Geography and Urban 
Studies, School of Social Sciences, at The University of Western Sydney. His areas of research include the 
geographies of racism, immigration and settlement, Islam in Australia, and local government and 
multiculturalism. Recent books include Landscapes: Ways of imagining the world, and his recent articles are 
published in Society and Space, Ethnicities, The Australian Geographer, Studia Islamika, Urban Studies and the 
Australian Journal of Social Issues. He is a Fellow of the New South Wales Geographical Society and President. 

Peter Valentine 

Associate Professor Peter Valentine is a member of the School of Earth and Environmental Sciences at James 
Cook University based at the Townsville campus. In 2009 he completed a six year term as Head of the School. He 
is currently a member of the Australian Heritage Council, a Vice-Chair of IUCN World Commission of Protected 
Areas, a member of several Scientific Advisory Committees for State and Federal Government agencies and a 
Director of Terrain, the Wet Tropics Regional NRM body. 

Catherine Nash 

Professor Catherine Nash is a feminist cultural geographer with interest in geographies of identity, relatedness and 
belonging. Most recently she has explored the meaning of ancestry and origins in the making of ethnic, national 
and diasporic identities through research on traditional and new forms of genealogical practices. She recently 
completed one strand of this research which focused on the ideas of ancestry and origins in relation to the politics 
of belonging in Ireland, Northern Ireland and the United States (Of Irish descent: Origin stories, genealogy, and 
the politics of belonging, Syracuse University Press, 2008). She is currently addressing the remaking of ideas of 
identity and relatedness in human population genetics and geneticized genealogy. 

Michael Bird  

Professor Michael Bird completed his PhD  at ANU in 1988 before accepting a postdoctoral fellowship at the 
University of Western Ontario in Canada. He returned to the ANU in 1990 as Research Fellow and later Queen 
Elizabeth II Fellow. In 2000 he took up an Associate Professorship in Singapore and in 2004 moved to the Chair 
in Environmental Change at the University of St. Andrews in Scotland. He returned to Australia to take up a 
Federation Fellowship in the School of Earth and Environmental Science at James Cook University in 2009. He 
has research interests in the global carbon cycle on a range of timescales, as well as records of past environmental 
change in the tropics. 

Brian Roberts AO 

Brian Roberts is an Adjunct Professor, School of Earth & Environmental Sciences, James Cook University. He 
was formerly Dean of Science, University of Southern Queensland, and is the Father of Landcare. He is author of 
ten books on land use and ethics; a member of several Federal and State committees on land use, fire and 
chemical registration; and founding member of The Rangeland Society. 
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Conference at a glance 

Sunday 27th September 

08:30 – 17:30    Daintree Excursion                        Building A2 carpark  
13:00 – 15:00    Heads of Geography Meeting           E2.111/11A                                           
14:00 – 17:00    Post-Graduate Workshop            E2.113           
15:00 – 17:30    IAG Council Meeting            E2.111/11A 
18:00 – 19:00    CGSG Meeting                       E2.113  
17:00 – Onward    Registration Open            A3.1 Foyer  
17:30 – 19:30    Ice Breaker             A3.1 Foyer 

Monday 28th September 

08:00 – 08:30    Registration             A3.1 Foyer 
08:30 – 09:15    Plenary – Welcome            A3.1 
09:15 – 10:00    Plenary – Kevin Dunn            A3.1 
10:00 – 10:30     Morning Tea             A3.1 Foyer 
10:30 – 12:30    Concurrent Session                                                 Various – see program 
12:30 – 13:30    Lunch             A3.1 Foyer 

Book Launch            A3.1 Foyer            
     APTSG Meeting            E2.113 
13:30 – 15:30    Concurrent sessions           Various – see program  
15:30 – 16:00    Afternoon Tea            A3.1 Foyer 
16:00 – 17:30    Concurrent sessions           Various – see program 
17:30 – 18:30    Geographical Research Reception          A3.1 Foyer 

Tuesday 29th September 

08:30 – 09:15    Plenary – Peter Valentine           A3.1 
09:15 – 10:00    Plenary – Catherine Nash           A3.1 
10:00 – 10:30    Morning Tea            A3.1 Foyer 
10:30 – 12:30    Concurrent Session                        Various – see program 
12:30 – 13:30    Lunch             A3.1 Foyer 

Special DVD Launch           A3.1 
13:30 – 15:30    Concurrent sessions           Various – see program  
15:30 – 16:00    Afternoon Tea            A3.1 Foyer 
16:00 – 17:30    Concurrent sessions           Various – see program 
17:30 – 18:30    IAG Annual General Meeting           A3.1 
19:00 – Onward                 Conference Dinner           Tjapukai Cultural Park 

Wednesday 30th September 

08:30 – 09:15    Plenary – Michael Bird           A3.1 
09:15 – 10:00    Plenary – Melissa Nursey-Bray          A3.1 
10:00 – 10:30    Morning Tea            A3.1 Foyer 
10:30 – 12:30    Concurrent Session           Various – see program 
12:30 – 13:30    Lunch             A3.1 Foyer 

Special session            A3.1             
     UGSG Meeting            E2.113 
     IISG Meeting            E1.022 
     ESSG Meeting            E2.113A 
13:30 – 15:00    Concurrent sessions           Various – see program  
15:00 – 15:30    Afternoon Tea            A3.1 Foyer 
15:30 – 16:30    Plenary – Brian Roberts           Various – see program 
16:30 – 17:30    IAG Annual Council Meeting          A3.1 
 

Thursday 1st  October  

08:30 – 17:30    Atherton Tablelands Excursion         Building A2 carpark  
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Pre- conference events  

Sunday 27th September 

 

Excursion to the Daintree 

A full day trip to the Daintree, this excursion will depart from James Cook University at 08:30. The buses will be 
in the carpark of building A2, immediately to the east of The Rock at the head of the entrance drive. The overall 
themes of the excursion will be: 

 
• World Heritage: Rainforest meets fringing reef 
• Finding the balance between nature conservation and development 
• Ecotourism 
• Indigenous culture 

 
Lunch will be at the Australian Canopy Crane, a research facility managed by James Cook University. Please 
bring a bottle of water and a shady hat. We will aim to return to JCU by 17:30. 

 

Postgraduate workshop 

Postgraduates will meet from 14:00-17:00 in Room E2.113 to partake in Thinking/writing theory  with Professor 
Katherine Gibson (University of Western Sydney). This is an interactive workshop targeted at postgraduate 
students and designed to explore issues surrounding theoretical writing and the nature of theory. The workshop 
will involve a discussion of key theoretical texts that have impacted on the participants work.  

 
Heads of Geography Discipline meeting 
Will convene in room E2.111/111A from 13:00 to 15:00. 
 
Institute of Australian Geographers Council meeting  
Will convene in room E2.111/111A from 15:00 to 17:30. 
 
Registration 
The registration desk will be open Sunday evening from 17:00 onwards in the A3.1 Foyer. 
 
Cultural Geography Study Group meeting  
From 18:00 to 19:00 in E2.113. 
 
Icebreaker  

Sunday evening, beginning at 17:30, James Cook University would like to invite all conference attendees to come 
and enjoy an evening of casual tones to meet and mingle and to enjoy drinks and nibbles in pleasant company.  
Hope to see you there! 
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Conference Events 

28th – 30th September 

 

Book Launch 

Nigel Stork and Steve Turton – Living in a Dynamic Tropical Forest Landscape  

Held in the A3.1 on 28th Sept, 12.30-13.30. This book brings together a wealth of scientific findings and 
ecological knowledge to survey what we have learned about the ‘Wet Tropics’ rainforests of North 
Queensland, Australia. This interdisciplinary text is the first book to provide such a holistic view of any 
tropical forest environment, including the social and economic dimensions.  

• The most thorough assessment of a tropical forest landscape to date  
• Explores significant scientific breakthroughs in areas including conservation genetics, vegetation 

modelling, agroforestry and revegetation techniques, biodiversity assessment and modelling, 
impacts of climate change, and the integration of science in natural resource management  

• Research achieved, in part due to the Cooperative Research Centre for Tropical Rainforest Ecology 
and Management (the Rainforest CRC)  

• Written by a number of distinguished international experts  
• Contains chapter summaries and section commentaries 

Geographical Research Reception 
To be held in Building A3.1 Foyer, 17.30-18.30, 28th Sept, celebrating the success of the journal of the Institute of 
Australian Geographers. 
 
DVD Launch  
To be held 29th Sept, 12.30-13.30 in the A3.1 Crowther Theatre.  Professor Katherine Gibson will launch her 
DVD Building social enterprises in the Philippines: Strategies for local development.  
 
Tjapukai by Night  
On 29th Sept, starting at 19.00, an evening of entertainment and indulgence at Cairns’ celebrated Tjapukai 
Aboriginal Cultural Park. Feel free to bring a camera and make sure you wear comfortable shoes! 
 
Special Session  
On 30th Sept, Alaric Maude will be presenting a special session entitled Toward a National Geography 
Curriculum for Australian Schools in the A3.1 Crowther Theatre from 12.30-13.30. 
 
Study Group meetings 
Asia Pacific Transformations Study Group (28th Sept, 12.30-13.30, E2.113) 
Environmental Sustainability Study Group (30th Sept, 12.30-13.30, E2.113A) 
Urban Geography Study Group (30th Sept, 12.30-13.30, E2.113) 
Indigenous Issues Study Group (30th Sept, 12.30-13.30, E1.022) 
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Post conference events  

1st October 

Excursion to Atherton 

A full day trip to Atherton we will depart from James Cook University at 08:30. The buses will be in the carpark 
of building A2, immediately to the east of The Rock at the head of the entrance drive.  The overall themes of the 
excursion will be: 

• Landscape ecology and the effects of cyclones on rainforests 

• Finding the balance between nature conservation and development 

• Restructuring of rural industries and innovative approaches to diversification 

Lunch will be at the Malanda Dairy Centre which has fine displays on the history of the Tableland as well as 
excellent food. Please bring a bottle of water and a shady hat. We will aim to return to JCU by 17:30. 

 

Other information 

 
Useful phone numbers 
 
Ambulance, Fire Brigade, Police (Emergency) (internal) dial 0 then 000 

Campus Security (internal) dial 222 

Smithfield Police Station Ph: 4055 6055 

Smithfield Medical Centre, Campus Shopping Village Ph: 4057 7300  

Cairns Campus switchboard (external callers) Ph: 4042 1000 

Audio-visual services (internal) dial 1700 

 
 



CAIRNS CAMPUS MAP 

Excursion Pick 

up point- A2 

Main entrance 



 
A3.1 Foyer 

A3.1 

CROWTHER 

THEATRE 

Building A3 Rooms 
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Main 

Entrance 

Building E1 Rooms 

E1.013E 

E1.022 

E1.024 

Speakers Room 

 

E1.013E 
 

E1.024 
 

Speakers 

Room 

E1.022 
 



 

 

Building E2 Rooms 

E2.113 

E2.113A 

 

Main Entrance 

E2.113 
 

E2.113A 
 



Main ProgramMain ProgramMain ProgramMain Program 

     

Monday 28Monday 28Monday 28Monday 28thththth    SeptemberSeptemberSeptemberSeptember    

 

 

 

08:30 – 09:15  Plenary A – Welcome            A3.1 

   Welcome to Country – Mrs Jeanette Singleton, on behalf of the Yirriganydji people 

Welcome to James Cook University – Professor David Gillieson, representing Vice 
Chancellor Professor Sandra Harding 

   Welcome to Cairns and Conference – Mayor Val Schier 

Awards of the IAG 

CO-CHAIRS:   David Gillieson and Steve Turton 

 
09:15 – 10:00 Plenary B            A3.1                                                  
 

Kevin Dunn:   Human rights in place?  Anti-racism, exports, damage limitation, choices 
    

CHAIR: Karen McNamara 
 

 

10:30 – 12:30  Session 1A – Caring for our country                         E2.113A 

   CHAIR:  David Gillieson 

    
Robert Gale – Rapid appraisal of socio-economic Monitoring, Evaluation, Reporting and 
Improvement (MERI) in Natural Resource Management (NRM) investments 

Nicholas Gill – Stewardship among lifestyle oriented rural landowners 

   John Rainbird – Regional sustainability and the Great Barrier Reef 

Pam Schultz – Defining social thresholds for living in tropical landscapes 

 
 

08:00 08:30  Registration                      A3.1 Foyer 

10:00 – 10:30    Morning Tea       A3.1 Foyer 
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10:30 – 12:30 Session 1B – Re-imagining the tropics: Sites and networks of knowledge      A3.1                            

CHAIR : Katherine Gibson 

Lisa Law – Australian tropical geographies 

Chris Gibson – Creativity without borders? Re-thinking geographies of remoteness and 
proximity 

Lesley Instone – (In)temperate dreams: Tropicality, climate change and the northern 
‘food bowl’ 

Gavin Bowd and Daniel Clayton – Geographical warfare in the tropics: Yves Lacoste and 
the bombing of the Tonkin dikes 

Tim Bunnell – Post-tropical Liverpool 

Kate Griffiths – Aid cultures: Chinese aid to Cambodia 

10:30 – 12:30  Session 1C – Preparedness for ‘natural’ hazards (1)    E1.024 

   CHAIR: David King 

Christine Eriksen – Fired up? Understanding the disconnect between bushfire awareness 
and preparedness amongst diverse rural landowners 
 
Vijai Joseph – Vulnerability assessment to sea level rise: Integration of quantitative and 
qualitative approaches 

Frank Thomalla – Building resilience to coastal hazards and climate change: Lessons 
from post-tsunami efforts in the Indian Ocean  

Stewart Williams – State housing authorities and natural disaster preparations and 
response in Australia 

Karen McNamara – Traditional knowledge systems and climate change in the Torres                  
Strait 

 
10:30 – 12:30 Session 1D – Methodology and data update                       E1.022                                                   

 CHAIR: Danielle Drozdzewski 

   Kye Askins – ‘Sounding’ safety in Newcastle-upon-Tyne: Sense walking as method 

   Danielle Drozdzewski – Learning (to recognise) language in cross-cultural research 

Edgar Liu – Using visual methodologies to study abject non-heterosexual 
performativities 
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Pat Macquarie – Diaries: A method for engaging in practice with the concept of 
performative landscape? 

Wendy Shaw – The self as informant in geographies of remembering 

 Natalie Swann – Engaging the community in social research using data visualisation 
techniques 

 Lisa Webber – How do you discover the nuances of social networks? A case study of 
Sudanese refugees in Colac, Victoria 

 

10:30 – 12:30 Session 1E – Non-metropolitan ageing: People and places (1) E2.113   

CHAIRS: Amity James & Helen Feist 

Neil Argent – Questioning the rural gentrification thesis: Amenity-led migration and the 
creation of landscapes of desire in rural Australia 

Karen Eyles – Tasmania’s ageing population: Non-metropolitan patterns and trends  

Duncan Boldy – The meaning and importance of 'place' for older people living in rural 
areas:  A WA case study 

Amity James – The reality of ageing in place: Some findings from South Australia and 
Northern Ireland 

Helen Feist – Social spaces, rural places: Ageing-in-place and social networks in rural 
South Australia 

Jeni Warburton and Rachel Winterton – The experience of ageing well in rural Victoria: 
The importance of place 

 
10:30 – 12:30 Session 1F - Re-conceptualising globalization E1.013E 

   CHAIR:  James Faulconbridge 

Andrew Van Hulten – Reconsidering financial globalisation in the developing world 
during the global financial crisis 

Haripriya Rangan – Globalisation and regional development in an era of climate change 

Stephen Parker and Sally Weller – New Zealand fashions in Australia:  Regional trade 
alliances in a context of globalisation  

James Faulconbridge – Losing your identity? Education and the making and re-making of 
transnational professionals  

Bob Fagan – Reconceptualising globalisation: Crisis, resistance and scale 
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12:30 – 13:30   Book Launch          A3.1 
   Living in a Dynamic Tropical Forest Landscape by Nigel Stork & Steve Turton 

12:30 – 13:30   Asia Pacific Transformations Study Group     E2.113 

 

13:30 – 15:30 Session 2A - Harmony, trust and participation in culturally diverse cities (1)  E2.113                             

   CHAIR :  Kevin Dunn 
 
   Brigid Trenerry – Anti-racism: Building evidence and utility for “what works” 

   Jacqueline Nelson – From cultural diversity to cohesive communities? 

   Amanda Wise – Everyday multiculturalism, Islam and the politics of ‘mixing’ 

Anne Pederson – Harmony in Australia:  An evidence-based analysis of prejudice,           
contact, location, and disposition 

 

 

13:30 – 15:30  Session 2B - Re-imagining the tropics: Sites and networks of knowledge (2) A3.1 
 
   CHAIR:  Lisa Law 

Panelists: Katherine Gibson, Kuntala Lahiri-Dutt, Lesley Potter & Gerda Roelvink 

This panel discusses selected texts, institutions, technologies and practices that                          
helped define and produce tropical regions as knowable geographies. Each speaker                    
will consider how economic and/or ecological diversity was represented and valued                     
in the early to mid 20th century sub-field of tropical geography. This panel will be                    
asked to consider the performative implications of this knowledge.    

                            

13:30 – 15:30  Session 2C - Sustainable cities: Oxymoron no more (1)                         E2.113A 

CHAIR:  Arvind Varshney 

James Faulconbridge – Leveraging sustainability: Communities of knowledge                            
in the architecture industry 

Sarah James – Putting food back on the (discussion) table: Feeding Sydney into                          
the 21st Century 

Rodney Jensen – Creative cities making a major contribution to urban sustainability  

12:30 – 13:30     Lunch                 A3.1 Foyer 
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Danielle Pelleri & Awais Piracha – Stepping out: A study of how urban design affects 
walkability in Sydney 

Mahajabin Sultana – Environmental justice, ethical construction and gender: Exploring 
the urban environment 

 

13:30 – 15:30  Session 2D – Making home: Material geographies of house and home (1)    E1.022 

CHAIR:  Rosie Cox 

Ruth Lane – Scrap: The revaluing of used household goods 

 Nicola Vaughan – “Somewhere nice to go”: Garden making and home making in             
Hamilton South 

 Tom Baker –Neighbour interaction as a homemaking practice: medium density                      
in inner Newcastle, NSW 

   Maree Peterson – The making of home in a residential complex 

Mark Jayne – “A bottle of wine in front of the TV”:  Material geographies of domestic         
alcohol consumption 

Andrew Gorman-Murray – Masculine meanings of home: Preliminary results                        
from an inner Sydney case study  

 

 

13:30 – 15:30 Session 2E – Climate change and migration    E1. 013E   

CHAIR: Douglas Bardsley 

 Michelle Carnegie and Stuart Collins – Climate variability and out-migration in Flores: 
Exploring routinely collected data 

   Marcia Walton – Climate change adaptation and migration in Cambodia  

                                    Jon Barnett and Michael Woods – Migration as adaptation to climate change 

Douglas Bardsley – Incorporating migratory responses into effective climate change 
adaptation strategies 

 

13:30 – 15:30  Session 2F – GIS, spatial analysis and modeling     E1.024  

 CHAIR: Marc LeBlanc 

 David Paull – Mapping truffles in Australia 

   Sean Sloan – Mapping historical tropical successional forest cover with satellite 
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imagery: Implications for the second Kyoto Accord and land-use/cover change           
geography 

Caroline Bruce, Petina Pert, James Butler & Dan Metcalfe – Native vegetation extent                   
and change in the Wet Tropics region :  Use of a national-scale remote sensing                   
dataset to answer a regional question 

 Petina Pert, R Hill, S Blakeney & K Williams – Spatial analyses to improve regional 
environmental investment decisions: A case study from Mission Beach, Queensland 

 Gabriele Caccomo – Multispectral remote sensing applications for live fuel moisture 
content estimation in Sydney Basin bioregion 

David Gillieson and Nicky Moore – Remote sensing assessment of rainforest canopy 
damage following Cyclone Larry 

 

 

16:00 – 17:30 Session 3A - Harmony, trust and participation in culturally diverse cities (2)  E2.113 

 CHAIR:  Anne Pedersen 

 Wendy Harte – The settlement geography of African refugee communities in Southeast 
Queensland 

 Jim Forrest and Kevin Dunn – Diversity and perceptions of tolerance in Sydney 

 Kevin Dunn – Harmony, trust and participation in culturally diverse cities 

 

16:00 – 17:30 Session 3B - Making home: Material geographies of house and home (2) E1.022                                  

   CHAIR: Andrew Gorman-Murray 

Rosie Cox – What are homes made of? Building materials and the homeyness of homes 

Cecily Maller and Ralph Horne – Homeowner’s conceptualisations of waste and resource 
use in home renovations 

   Iris Levine – Home of migrants: The question of comparison 

Nicole Cook – Financial home cultures: How do objects financed through housing                     
debt shape homes? 

 

16:00 – 17:30  Session 3C – Non-metropolitan ageing: People and places (2)             E2.113A  

   CHAIRS: Amity James & Helen Feist 

   Alison Mcintosh – Exit strategies for ageing male farmers in Australia 

Judith Burns – Identifying and meeting the care needs of older Indigenous people in a 
remote setting 

15:30 – 16:00      Afternoon Tea       A3.1 Foyer 
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Margaret Loughnan – Mortality-temperature thresholds for ten major population centres 
in rural Victoria, Australia 

Bruce Doran –  “It tastes good to me, I didn’t have to cook it”: Gambling venue                  
usage and problem gambling amongst grey nomads and itinerant construction           
workers on the Sunshine Coast 

    

16:00 – 17:30  Session 3D -Preparedness for ‘natural’ hazards    E1.024 

   CHAIR: David King 

   James Goff – Coupled human-environment systems in prehistory? 

Dale Dominey-Howes – Using the coupled ‘human-environment systems framework’ for 
exploring issues of hazard and risk 

David King – How do we identify climate change impacts within community hazard 
mitigation? 

       Ken Granger – Queensland by Degrees: A community geography  
 

 

 

16:00 – 17:30  Session 3E – Agrarian and rural transformations (1)             E1.013E 

   CHAIR: Phillip Hirsch 

Phillip Hirsch – A village revisited: Concepts, contexts and methods in diachronic 
transition studies 

Simon Chilvers – Globalisation and articulation of rural livelihoods in the Karnataka 
Deccan 

Lesley Potter – Kalimantan’s agrarian transitions, 'new poverty' and the world economic 
crisis 

Kai Rebensburg – Groundwater fees in the North China Plain and its impact on irrigation 
practices 

 

 

16:00 – 17:30  Session 3F – Community food economies (1)                                                        A3.1 

CHAIR: Sarah Wright 

Geoff Buchanan – Harvest studies in hybrid economies: Exploring the socioeconomics of 
the customary use of wildlife 

Sumita Ghosh – Measuring potential of a residential neighbourhood for local food 
economy 

Annete Cupitt – From the roots up: Community gardens in Brisbane 
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Rachel Green - From little things, big things grow: Investigating remote Aboriginal 
community gardens 

 

 

    

TuesTuesTuesTuesday 2day 2day 2day 29999thththth    SeptemberSeptemberSeptemberSeptember    

    

8:30 – 9:15               Plenary C         A3.1    

   Peter Valentine:  Natural heritage in a changing world 

   CHAIR:  Lisa Law 
 
9:15 – 10:00  Plenary D         A3.1 

   Catherine Nash:  Reconfiguring relatedness 

   CHAIR:  Lisa Law 

 

      

 

10:30 – 12:30  Session 4A - Community food economies (2)                                                    E2.113 

CHAIR: Sarah Wright 

Ann Hill – Growing community food economies in a Philippines context 

Bob Fagan – Urban food security: Community strategies and alternative food networks 

Jenny Cameron – Ethical economic decision-making in food based community 
enterprises 

Robin Krabbe – An investigation of community supported agriculture using participatory 
action research 

Open discussion 

 

10:30 – 12:30  Session 4B – Indigenous methodologies, ethics and current research  E1.022 

   CHAIR: Judith Burns 

Vanessa Cavanagh – The dilemma of ethics in cross-cultural human geography research 

   Jocelyn Davies – Building science in place 

17:30 – 18:30   Geographical Research reception     A3.1 Foyer 

10:00 – 10:30    Morning Tea       A3.1 Foyer 
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Leanne Cullen – Identification of indicators to monitor indigenous cultural heritage 
values within the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area 

Wendy Beck – Indigenous shell midden formation and destruction in eastern Australia 

   Michael Adams – Sacred landscapes in secular society 

Deirdre Wilcock – Joining the dots: Developing methodologies for cross-cultural 
communication in natural resource management 

 

10:30 – 12:30  Session 4C– Sustainable cities: Oxymoron no more (2)                 E1.024 

   CHAIR: Arvind Varshney 

Maria Piquer-Rodriguez (presented by Sumita Ghosh) – Establishing an urban 
observatory: Prospects of developing urban sustainability information base 

Renu Varshney – Designing sustainable cities using information technologies: Building 
information modelling and geographical information systems 

Katherine McKinnon – The Global Ecovillages Network: Utopian visions, transformative 
possibilities 

    

10:30 – 12:30  Session 4D – Recent research in cultural geography                  A3.1 

   CHAIR: Chris Gibson 

   John Tomaney – Parish and universe: Placing Patrick Kavanagh 

Annabel Cooper – Landscape, loss and presence: Reading location in the New Zealand 
wars 

Louise Johnson & Susan Oakley - Sitting on the dock of the bay…watching the economic 
tide roll by -- Melbourne and Adelaide Docklands: Re-materialising their image 

Kathleen Mee and Louis Askew – Cultural geography and community cultural 
development 

Barbara Pini - Teachers and the emotional dimensions of class in resource affected rural 
Australia 

 

 

10:30 – 12:30  Session 4E –Migration  land and livelihoods (1)             E2.113A  

   CHAIR: Roy Jones 

Matthew Allen – Is it the land, stupid? Land, migration and conflict in the Solomon 
Islands 



 21 

Nicky Bainton – Landowners, migrants and squatters around the Lihir Gold Mine, Papua 
New Guinea 

George Curry and Gina Koczberski – Changing land tenure arrangements in the oil palm 
growing areas of Papua New Guinea 

Glenn Banks and Regina Scheyvens – The Pacific as a ‘development disaster’: New 
Zealand’s retrograde constructions of Pacific problems and solutions 

Georgina Numbasa – Informal land transactions on customary land: A case study of 
Wewak, East Sepik Province, Papua New Guinea 

 

10:30 – 12:30  Session 4F – Geographies of climate change and adaptation          E1.013E 

   CHAIR: Steve Turton 

Hugo Bekle – Invasion and spread of Australian White Ibis in south-western Australia 

Anthony Fowler – Insights into Australian climate history from New Zealand tree rings 

Victor Ojakorotu – Climate change and environmental degradation in the Niger Delta of 
Nigeria: Sustainable approach, a myth or a reality? 

Elspeth Rae – Breaks in a Holocene beach ridge plain indicate small sea level 
fluctuations 

Julie Cammell – Equity and climate change policy: Assessing responsibility for, 
vulnerability towards and mitigation of climate change 

   Noni Keys – Balancing climate change choices and effects 

Steve Turton – The economic and non-economic impact of climate change on tourism in 
the Cairns region:  Developing adaptation and response strategies for a highly vulnerable 
destination 

 

    

 

 

 

13:30 – 15:30  Session 5A - Community food economies (3)                                                   E2.113 

CHAIR: Jenny Cameron 

Terry Leahy – Flexible strategies for rural development:  Three locations 

Kristen Lyons – Can African certified organics re-imagine unfair export market rules? 

Kate Roggeveen – Keeping the vegetables on the table: Reducing climate change impacts 
of fresh vegetables 

12:30 – 13:30              LUNCH     A3.1 Foyer 

12:30 – 13:30 DVD LAUNCH – Katherine Gibson          A3.1 

             Building social enterprises in the Philippines: Strategies for local development 
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Sarah Wright – Food sovereignty in practice: A study of farmer-led sustainable 
agriculture in the Philippines 

Community food economies roundtable  

 

13:30 – 15:30  Session 5B – Land, livelihood and demographic change in the tropics           E2.113A 

   CHAIR: John Holmes 

Iris Bohnet – Exploring the effects of 'sea- and tree-change' phenomena in far North 
Queensland 

   John Holmes – Contesting the future of Cape York Peninsula 

Shibani Mishra & Amy Griffin – Encroachment: A threat to resource sustainability in 
Chilika Lake, India 

   Nicky Moore – Can tree-change development and rural production values co-exist? 

Ron Ninnis – The changing space of greater Darwin: Linking land cover mapping with 
socio-economic drivers of change. 

Fred Saunders – It’s like herding monkeys into a conservation enclosure: The formation 
of the Jozani-Chwaka Bay National Park, Zanzibar 

 

13:30 – 15:30   Session 5C – Recent research in cultural geography (2)                 A3.1 

   CHAIR: Andrew Gorman-Murray 

   Susanne Schech – Refugee dispersal: Burden sharing, exclusion, or opportunity? 

   Alanna Kamp – Invisible Australians: The female Chinese in white Australia 

   Brad Ruting – Migrancy, mobility and diasporic travel 

   Kiran Shinde – Sacred landscape, sacred performances: Connection and cacophony    

   Natalie Smith – Curves of the lifeline: A drawing of the betweenness of place 

   Malavika Sinha – Changing trends in leisure in rural life in India: A case study 

 

 

13:30 – 15:30   Session 5D – Migration, land and livelihoods (2)     E1.024 

   CHAIR:  Gina Koczberski 

Pyone Myat Thu – In pursuit of land and livelihood: A tale of sharecropping in rural East 
Timor 

Anton Neinaka – Customary land tenure arrangements between customary land owners 
and migrant oil palm smallholders: A case study of the Nakanai people of Mataururu & 
Kiawa villages in the Bialla District, West New Britain Province, Papua New Guinea 
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Jennifer Litau – Livelihood outcomes of immigration to Rural Wampar of Morobe 
Province in Papua New Guinea 

   

13:30 – 15:30   Session 5E – Intimate geographies (1)                E1.013E 

   CHAIR: Carey-Ann Morrison 

Jack Aisbett – An emotional experience: How the emotional effects of living in PNG 
affect development workers’ perceptions of Papua New Guineans and HIV and AIDS 

Gordon Waitt – “Going out on the town”: The intimate geographies of drinking and 
drunkenness 

Linda Malam – Can you interview my husband?: The problem of trusting one’s spouse in 
a tourism locale 

   Lynda Johnston – Intimate geographies of touch 

 

13:30 – 15:30 Session 5F – Material geographies in environmental and                 E1.022                                            
resource management (1)  

 CHAIR: Nicholas Gill 

 Gavin Bridge – Spectres of scarcity: Peak oil, climate change and materialities of the 
hydrocarbon commodity chain 

 Christine Eriksen – Cultured bushfire 

 Robert Gale –Materiality and natural resources: Knowledge, risk and ethics in policy and 
management 

 Anne-Marie d’Hauteserre – Sustaining tourism to diversify the local economy 

Nicholas Gill – Seamless stewardship: From drought to Landcare in Central Australian 
pastoralism 

 

 

 

 

16:00 – 17:30  Session 6A – Material geographies in environmental and              E1.022                                            
resource management (2)  

 CHAIR: Nicholas Gill 

 Christian Kull – Botanical geopolitics: Borders and feelings in the naming of plants 

 Kathleen O’Reilly – Weapons of the weak? Water supply technologies and caste 
struggles in Rajasthan, India 

15:30 16:00               Afternoon Tea     A3.1 Foyer 
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 Paul Smith – Discourses of sustainability, balance and growth in the Lower Hunter 
Regional Strategy 

 Joel Turner – Rethinking resource production and consumption: Sustainability, climate 
change and the thoroughbred breeding industry 

 

16:00 – 17:30  Session 6B – Rural adaptation under conditions of uncertainty            E2.113 

   CHAIR: Tony Sorenson 

Jennifer Carter – Going nuts again:  The Pacific Canarium in the global mineshaft 

   Amanda Davies – What makes a rural community resilient? 

Scott Vernon, Isaac Overton, Sarah Khaw, Steve Hay & Stephanie Helm –                  
Human resource management in the meat and livestock industries: The issues facing 
industry and the response of government 

Helen Byles-Drage – Habitus and a jigsaw theory of inmigration 

 

16:00 – 17:30  Session 6C – Agrarian and rural transformations (2)           E1.013E 

   CHAIR: Phillip Hirsch 

Rohan Wickramasuriya – A conceptual model for agent based simulation of amenity 
landscape dynamics 

Wora Sukraroek – Struggling to meet the balance: Seeking environmental justice in the 
Mekong Basin Development Plan, a plan for whom? Is Mekong environmental 
governance an excuse? 

Paula Brown – Regulatory and livelihoods change around marine protected areas in 
Vietnam:  Agrarian change processes in the coastal zone 

Nguyen Tuong Huy – Poverty impacts of change to a ‘modern’ capture fisheries: Insights 
from fishing communities around Nha Phu lagoon of Vietnam 

 

16:00 – 17:30  Session 6D – Intimate geographies (2)               A3.1 

   CHAIR: Lynda Johnston 

Naomi Simmonds – Complex entanglements: Race, gender and spirituality in Aotearoa, 
New Zealand 

Olivia Smith – “Thai men no good”: Exploring representations of Thai and Western 
masculinity among women on Samui Island, Southern Thailand 

Carey-Ann Morrison – Emotional engagements: Personal solicited diaries and self-
directed photography as research methodologies 
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16:00 – 17:30  Session 6E - General urban geography (1)          E2.113A 

   CHAIR: Donald McNeill 

Simone Alexander – Microcosms of Melbourne?  Population change in Geelong, Ballarat 
and Bendigo, 1981-2006 

Robyn Dowling, Rowland Atkinson & Pauline McGuirk – Patterns of social life in 
Sydney master-planned estates 

Jen Li – Harry Potter and the enduring booksellers: The tale of independent bookshops in 
Australia 

Carolyn Thompson – Complexity, contradiction, contestation and community roles in 
neoliberal urban development projects 

 

 

 

 

 

WednesWednesWednesWednesday day day day 30303030thththth    SeptemberSeptemberSeptemberSeptember    

 

08:30 – 09:15  Plenary E                 A3.1 

   Michael Bird:   The past and future of biochar 

   CHAIR:  Marc LeBlanc 

09:15 – 10:00 Plenary F – Fay Gale Lecture       A3.1 

 Melissa Nursey-Bray:  Adapting to change: Solving wicked problems in the 21st century 

   CHAIR: Marc LeBlanc 

 

 

 

10:30 – 12:30  Session 7A- General economic geography             E2.113A  

   CHAIR: Phillip O’Neill 

   Glenn Banks, Nick Lewis and John Overton – Moving places: The discourse and practice 
of terroir in the New Zealand wine industry 

   Geoffrey Brown – 'Welfare rolls' to 'pay rolls':  The emergence of workfare regime in 
Australia 

17:30 – 18:30    IAG Annual General Meeting      A3.1 

From 19:00     Tjapukai by Night Conference Dinner 

10:00 – 10:30     Morning Tea      A3.1 Foyer 
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   Kohei Oro – Recent restructuring of the Japan-Australia beef trade: An exemplar of the 
changing incorporation of Japanese consumption in the Asia Pacific food system? 

   Brad Ruting – The occupational integration of recent immigrants to Australia 

   Steffen Wetzstein – Wellington’s post-restructuring economic development: Regional 
policy challenges, institutional responses and collaborative local capacities under 
neoliberalism 

   Felicity Wray – Public universities and urban and regional development 

 

 

10:30 – 12:30  Session 7B – The changing governance of rural society, space and place A3.1 

   CHAIR: Neil Argent 

   Neil Argent –The changing governance of rural society, space and place: An introduction 
to the themed session 

   Michael Woods – Rural governance and the problem of participation 

   Lynda Cheshire – A privatised governmentality of rule: Fly-in, fly-out mining companies 
as new partners in Australian rural governance 

   Jacqui Dibden – Farming risks in Australia: Is biotech breaching the barriers? 

   Rae Dufty – Managing spatial barriers to governmental change: The principle of 
'locational flexibility' in Australian approaches to regional development 

   

 

10:30 – 12:30  Session 7C – Globalisation, consumption and development  E2.113 

   CHAIR: Barbara Rugendyke 

   Barbara Rugendyke – Tomorrow’s force for good (or rose coloured glasses)? NGOs and 
private sector cooperation for global development 

   Lisa Elford – Development and human rights: A case study of human rights in action in 
Nkomazi, South Africa 

   Salim Momtaz – Reviewing the effectiveness of environmental impact assessment system 
in developing countries using a holistic approach 

   Martin Young – Towards a critical geography of gambling in remote Australia 

   Wendy Shaw – The researcher as adventure-tourist: Gadding about in the coffee-growing 
highlands (of Papua New Guinea) 

   Meghann Ormond – Health tourism as a discursive resource in the fostering of post-
developmental healthcare-consuming subjects in Malaysia 
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10:30 – 12:30   Session 7D – Intercultural interactions: Indigenous peoples          E1.022 

    and colonialism, post-colonialism, racialisation and whiteness  

   CHAIR: Michael Adams 

   Louise Johnson – Post-colonial planning:  Rethinking the history of Australian planning 

   Judith Burns & Cliff Chenery – Indigenous Youth Development Program: The Barwon 
Darling Track 

   Sandie Suchet-Pearson, Sarah Wright, Kate Lloyd, Lak Lak Burarrwanga                       
and Djawa Burarrwanga – Self-determination and an ontology of connection at Bawaka, 
North East Arnhem Land 

   Anna Ciuppa & Hugo Bekle –Aboriginal people’s use of water and land: A sustainable 
economy 

   Ro Hill – Towards equity in Indigenous co-management of protected areas: Cultural 
planning by Miriuwung-Gajerrong people in the Kimberley, Western Australia 

 

10:30 – 12:30   Session 7E – Photography as a visual methodology (1):        E1.013E 
   Centering photography as a methodology 
    
   CHAIRS: Nicola Vaughan & Lisa Webber 

 `  Cameron McAuliffe – Peeling back the paint: Photographing legal graffiti walls 

   Kristen Maclean – Photography and culture: Documenting Kuku Nyungkal values to 
water in Far North Queensland 

   Kuntala Lahiri-Dutt – The making of moving pictures: The rickshaw art of Bangladesh 

   Ding Pingjun (presented by Jocelyn Davies) – Gazing at the cradle of the dust storm:  A 
photo story of humans and environment in Alxa 

 

    

10:30 – 12:30   Session 7F – Legal geography            E1.024 

   CHAIR:  Paul Havemann 

   Robyn Bartel – The “people part” of the regulation of sustainability: Australian farmer 
attitudes to environmental action and governance 

   Paul McFarland – The wicked problem of peri-urban land use 

Andrew Gorman-Murray – Sexual citizenship in Australia: Possibilities and problems of 
multi-scalar governance of LGBT rights 

Lesley Instone – Regulating Rover: Legislating the public place of urban pet dogs 

   Roundtable Discussion   
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13:30 – 15:00  Session 8A – Responding to the triple crunch          E2.113 

   CHAIR:  Phillip O’Neill 

   Sally Weller & John Tomaney – Climate change and economic restructuring 

   John Tomaney – Adaption and evolution in the geographies of resilience 

   Gerda Roelvink – Rethinking economy in the anthropocene 

Phillip O’Neill – This time, maybe we'll get it right: Infrastructure provision for 
sustainable 21st century cities 

 

13:30 – 15:00                 Session 8B – General urban geography (2)        E1.022 

   CHAIR:  Therese Kenna 

Selvaraj Velayutham & Amanda Wise – Co-ethnic exploitation and resistance in a 
transnational social field 

Jim Walmsely – The social impact of immigration in Australia: An exploration               
of the Longitudinal Survey of Immigrants to Australia (LSIA) database 

   Donald McNeill & Jen Li – An urban geography of the airport 

Miriam Williams – Revealing everyday practices of care in the inner city:                  
Entry points for research 

 

13:30 – 15:00                 Session 8C – World heritage and tourism          E1.013E 

   CHAIR:  Peter Valentine 

Roy Jones – World heritage listing: Blight or blessing? Three examples from Western 
Australia 

12:30 – 13:30  LUNCH              A3.1 Foyer 

12:30 – 13:30  Alaric Maude – Toward a national Geography curriculum for        A3.1 

 Australian Schools  

12:30 - 13:30 Urban Geography Study Group Meeting          E2.113 

12:30 - 13:30 Indigenous Issues Study Group Meeting          E1.022 

12:30 - 13:30 Environmental Sustainability Study Group Meeting         E2.113A 
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   Lisa King and Bruce Prideaux – World heritage and Queensland visitors 

Nathan Wales, E. Bruce and R. Murphy – Combining remote sensing change detection 
and qualitative data to examine landscape change in the context of world heritage zoning 

 

13:30 – 15:00                 Session 8D – Green development and sustainable living        E2.113A 

   CHAIR:  Nicky Moore 

Beverley Clarke – Sea change: To what extent is it an issue for coastal planners and 
managers in South Australia? 

   Maree Grenfell – A sustainable journey 

Laurence Knight – More than a metaphor: Using the Ecological Rucksack Framework to 
deal with waste externalities 

 

13:30 – 15:00                 Session 8E - Photography as a visual methodology (2)            A3.1 
   Combining photographs and other methodologies 
 
   CHAIR: Kathleen Mee 

Lisa Webber and Nicola Vaughan – Participant directed photography:                         
Ethical and practical challenges 

   Karina Luzia – Family snaps:  The places of parenting 

Jill Sweeney – Effective photographs: The impact of photography on the whaling debate 

 

13:30 – 15:00                 Session 8F – Housing markets around the globe in the                E1.024 
   wake of global financial crisis 

   CHAIR:  Andrew Beer 

Andrew Beer – Living and prospering through the GFC?:  Housing markets, consumption 
and structural processes within the Australian housing market 

   Chris Paris – Housing markets in the United Kingdom post the GFC 

Terry Clower – Of doom and gloom: Sub-prime lending and the US housing market 
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15:30 – 16:30  Plenary G                 A3.1 

   Brian Roberts:  Northern challenge to the new geography:  Real issues  

requiring real linkages 

   CHAIR:  Dave Gillieson 

 
 
16:30 – 17:30  IAG Annual Council Meeting              E1.013E 
 

 


